HORATIO SHARP E, clg; Governor, By

«¢ For the Encouragement of fuch Soldiers as fball, in the Time of War, adventure in the Serwice of this Country,
« For the Encouragement of fuch Soldiers as fball adventure their Lives in the Service and Defince of this Pro-
« wince. Ewery Perfon that fhall adventure as a Soldier in any War, or Defence of this Province, end fhall
“ therein bappen to be maimed, &c. jfball, according to bis Difability, receive a yearly Penfion, te be raifed cut
“ of the public Levy of this Province. And every Perfon flain in the Service of this Prowince, leaving bebind
“ him a Wife, &c. the Party petitioning for fuch Penfions and Allowances, procuring a Certificate from
« the County Court where he; fhe, or they live. 4// Soldiers hereafter to be employed in any public Service
“ quithin this Prowvince, be paid in the refpeive Counties avhere the jaid Soldiers live.” Had thefe Soldiers, or
Militia been to ferve only in Defence of tbe County where they lived, and not in Defence of any other Part
of the Country, the Legiflature would probably have left it to zbe County to pay them, and not have laid that
Burthen on a// the Taxables of this Province. -

But tho’ there was no Expreflion in the At to give Countenance to fuch Conftruttion, yet furely if there
be no Expreflion limitting or reftraining Parts of the Militia to the Defence of certain Pars of the Province,
from the very Nature of the Thing it would not be otherwife ; for the Strength and Defence of every Coun-
try confifts in the united Force of the Individuals of that Country or State ; and as every Member of a
State is originally bound in Duty to aid and aflift in the Defence thereof, he is undoubtedly obliged to
aid and affit in the Defence of every Part of it; for otherwife the Whole muft be eafily deftroyed by a
gradual Deftrution of each and every Part. ~ ,

There was indeed an At made here in the Year 1649 or 1650, and which is mentioned i= one that was
made in 1676 as being then in force, whereby it is Declared, that if the Lord Proprietary, his Heirs; &&'c.
¢ fhall at any Time hereafter make any War out of the Limits or Precinéis of this Prevince without the Con-
¢ fent and Approbation of the General Aflembly of this Province firt had and declared, the Freemen
«“.of this Province fhall be no ways obliged or compelled againft their Confents to aid or affift with their
s« Perfons or Eftates in the Profecution or Maintenance of fach War, but are and fhall be difchasged of
< all Attendance or Supply concerning or in relation to fuch War; any Law, Ufage or Cuffom to the contrary
¢ hereof in any wife notwithftanding.”” It is afterwards enafted by the fame Law, ¢ that no Martial
« Law fhall at any Time hereafter be excrcifed within this Province, dut enly in time of Camp or Garrifon,
¢¢ and that within fuch Camp or Garrifon;” but not a Syllable is to be found in this or any other A& which
has ever been made in this Province, whereby the Service of the Militia, or any of them, is reftrained to
any particular County or Place within the Limits of this Province, or whereby they are exempted from
Marching to any Part of it, that the Governor, with Advice of his Council, may think proper w0 order them ;
and in a Word, neither the Praétice of this or any other Colony on the Continent (not to mention the
Law or Cuftom of our Mother Country) will give the leaft Countenance to the Conftruétion you contend for.

Left my Anfwer to your Addrefs fhould be protratted to too great a ledgth, I admit all you {ay relative
to the Marching and Service of the Militia that were ordered to the Frontiers in Seprember and Ofcter
1756, tho’ I am of Opinion, that fuch of them as were Drafted and went againft their Inclination (and maay
fach there were) could not properly be called Voluntiers : But as the next pazt of your Addrefs, and indeed
the whole of it, feems calculated to make your Conftituents believe, that in September 1756, when the late
Lower Houfe approved of my having Ordered out Two Companies of Militia to the Frontiers, and mare-
over Addreffed me to Order out Others to relieve them, there were not a fufficient Number of Troops
there, to proteét the Inhabitants, but that at the Time the Companies were latly ordered to march from
Kent, Queen- Anne’s, and Calvert Counties, there was an armed Force in the Pay of this Prevince on the Fron-
tiers more than fufficient, had they been compelled to do their Duty, not only to proteét the Inhabitants,
but to make them eafy and quiet : I muft, in order to prevent your Conftituents being impofed on and dif-
quieted by fuch a Reprefentation, obferve to you, that the Two Companies of Soléicrs which were Stationed
at Fort Frederick in Seprember 1766, and were commanded by Capt. Dagworthy and Capt. Beall; amounted
to upwards of 1go, including Officers, and there was al{o at that Time a firong Garrifon of Firginia Forces
in Fort Cumberland. ‘ B :

Now it will appear by the Mufler-Rolls, that the whole Number of Private Soldiers in the Servicg of
this Province the gth Day of December laft, did not amount to 360, about 100 of thefe, with a pro-

rtionable Namber of Officers, were at Fort Frederick, and the Reft, or moft of them, were, by the eipe-
cial Order of his Majefty’s General, in Garrifon at Fort Cumberland, or otherwife employed in that diftant
Part of the Province, in fuch Manner as Captain Dagwerthy thought beft for the Security of the Inhabicants,
and to annoy the Enemy. : 7 |

You have not, I prefume, forgat, that on the 7th of laft December, 1 informed you, that many Dificul-
ties had been purpofely thrown in the Way of Mr. Rof;, the Agent Victualler, by a Member of your Houfe,
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